SIEGE OF KARIKAL
Ala stayed for seven or ten days in ease and comfort, enjoying
different kinds of food and drink, hunting, going on pleasure
trips and planning to subjugate Tiyakgadh.i  In the meanwhile
another spy arrived safely and submitted the news about  the
fort of Karikal being strengthened by the crowd of the wicked
French, besides the misery of travellers and  cultivators round
about it on account of their presence.    He dropped the idea of
subjugating  Tiyakgadh,   took   leave   of   his   host exhibiting
gracious kindliness, and customary generosity by  the grant  of
Walkunda as a khdlisa jaglr in compliance with the   long-felt
desire of the jaglrdar, and then marched with his  victorious
army towards Karikal; after a long march he reached the fort
and besieged it. He planted his banners to the north of the fort,
pitched the tents of his army, and thus formed an entrenchment.
With the idea of preventing any help reaching the enemy he
established   the   bastions   on   the remaining   three   sides;  the
eastern side facing the sea of TJmanS under the command of the
English, the west under the exertions of Sayyid Makhdum All
Khan, the south under the endeavours of Muhammad Yusuf
Khan.    In spite of the severe attempt of the besieged forces,
the two towers on the northern side towards the tent of the
Nawwab were pulled down in a few days; many haughty men
were killed, and those who escaped death grew desperate and
sought shelter; the door  of the   fort  was  broken and it was
subjugated, and demolished; the French soldiers were imprison-
ed and the Indians set free on their undertaking not to join the
service   of   the   French.    Hazrat-i-Ala then  reached  Nagur
belonging  to Tanjore, attained  the happiness  of visiting  the
dargah of Hazrat Qadir Wall (may Allah purify his resting
(1)	Tyagadrug is in the Kallakurichi Taluk, South Arcot District.
(2)	'Uraan—The southern coast of Arabia, extending from Maskat to
Aden, i.e., from   the   entrance   into   the Persian Gulf to   the  Straits  of
Babelmandeb.    This seems to be a mistake for Bay of Bengal or rather the
Indian Ocean.
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